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Welcome to the Altrincham Garrick's second newsle�er of the this 2018/19 season - much more to 

come in future edi�ons.

Look out for a terrific variety of produc�ons both on the main stage and in the Lauriston Studio, as 

well as one-night performances including Jason Donovan, Foden's Brass Band, Ann Widdecombe

and many more.

Full details of the season are available on our website where you will also find details of the many 

ways you can get involved in the life of the theatre. 

ANNUAL MEMBER’S MEETING

http://www.altrinchamgarrick.co.uk

ANNUAL MEMBERS' MEETING
MAIN AUDITORIUM

SUNDAY 18th NOVEMBER 2018    5pm

All members are cordially invited to a�end the Annual Members' Mee�ng when a review of the 

2017/18 season, and the current season to date, will take place and the financial reports will be 

presented by the Company Treasurer and discussed. The progress made by the Members' 

Management Commi�ee will also be examined.

This mee�ng is only for fully paid up, honorary, and life members.

Nomina�ons are also invited from members for elec�on to posi�ons on the Members' Management 

Commi�ee. Please sign up by November 11th, if interested, on the no�ce board in the corridor 

outside the bar at the theatre. 

The elec�ons will take place at this mee�ng. Posi�ons to be filled are Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Vice 

Secretary, and four Ordinary Members who will each have a specific responsibility. Proposers and 

Seconders will also be required to be fully paid up members



LEST WE FORGET
A Special Commemora�ve Celebra�on
marking the ending of World War One

LEST WE FORGET
Sunday November 11th at 8pm.

The night a�er the run of 'Blackadder Goes Forth', the Garrick is presen�ng 'Lest we Forget', a concert 

to commemorate and celebrate the ending of the Great War. 

The show will commence at 8pm with all �ckets cos�ng £12 - proceeds going to the Bri�sh Legion 

Poppy Appeal. Compered by Bill Pla�, the concert will feature at least 20 well known Garrick 

performers. We would be extremely grateful if you could support this event in memory of 'The Fallen', 

especially the 29 who gave their lives from the 'bravest li�le street in England', Chapel Street, 

Altrincham. It will be performed, appropriately, on the set of Blackadder. 

Special thanks must go to the organizing team of Bill Pla�, Mike Shaw, Carole Carr, and Val Watkinson 

who will be supported by a whole host of staff, volunteers and technicians.  
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S.T.A.G.E. APPEAL FUND
S.T.A.G.E. Appeal Funded Theatre Refurbishments

 The Support the Altrincham Garrick Stage Enterprise (S.T.A.G.E.) Appeal has been running since the 

early 1990's to raise funds to carry out essen�al work at the Garrick mainly backstage and on things 

not covered by the Lo�ery refurbishment grant. 

The main ways of raising these funds is by the 200 Club. For a small monthly sum of £5

(paid by standing order) you can win weekly prizes of £30 and monthly, £150. 

For full details contact the Membership Secretary at the Theatre or contact the Box Office. 

Many requests are made about what the money raised is actually spent on since the projects are not 

always immediately visible to our patrons, so here are some photos and details of what has been 

achieved by our hard working staff, volunteers and contractors over the past 12-18 months. 

It is a long and impressive list along with some approximate expenditures (except for those under 

£1000). Special thanks to Bryn Thomas, Trevor McKie, and Paul Simpson, who work �relessly on behalf 

of the theatre, and everyone else who contributes.

(above le� and center) Refurbishment of back stage Ladies Toilet and Dressing Room 3 - £1000

(above right) Major upgrade and improvement of theatre ven�la�on systems (pictured) - £13000

Replace coir ma�ng in Foyer - £2000

Repair main building roof and replace gu�ering - £5000

Revamp Kiosk with new Ice Cream Freezers and shelving - £4000

Installed new, more efficient and more capable VoIP telephone system with Fibre Op�c trunk lines- 

£8000 

Replace broken chiller, glasswasher, and ice machine in Bar Cellar - £2100 

Replace halogen ligh�ng with more efficient LED ligh�ng throughout theatre (on-going) 

Felling of Ash tree at rear of Car Park 

Installa�on of defibrillator in Foyer 

Installa�on of new intercom in Box Office 

Installa�on of non-slip, high visibility floor panels on Annexe ramp 

Replace ro�ng fire exit doors at Bar/Lauriston side 

Repair uPVC window and doors in Annexe 

Major tanking and damp-proofing work in Back Stage dressing rooms and wardrobe - £15000

Installa�on of new sound system in Main Auditorium and Lauriston Theatre – £15000

Re-surfacing of Main Stage 

Installa�on of two addi�onal usher seats in Main Auditorium 

Installa�on of energy efficient water heaters in back stage Dressing Rooms and Toilets 

Installa�on of addi�onal smoke and heat detectors in back stage Dressing Rooms 

Asbestos removal works (on-going) 

Upgrades and improvements to electrical systems throughout Theatre (on-going)



PETER JACKSON RETIREMENT

BROCHURE STUFFING DAY

Peter Jackson, Theatre Carpenter, recently announced his re�rement a�er serving 21 years in the 

Garrick workshop. Having joined us in 1997, he set to work upgrading and replacing our aged canvas 

flats and wooden treads. In that �me he has re-covered, rebuilt and replaced over 700 and he recently 

told us that the job is s�ll not finished. 

As well as flats, Peter has built bespoke set items, staircases, bridges, carnival wagons, trucks, trees, 

cars and all manner of unusual objects for well over 250 shows and leaves a las�ng legacy in our store 

cupboard which will be enjoyed by audiences for years to come.

On behalf of the en�re management team here at the Garrick, we wish Peter a long, happy and very 

well deserved re�rement and would like to extend our hear�elt gra�tude to him for pu�ng so much 

of his heart and soul into two decades of fabulous sets. You will be missed by thousands! 

Peter is pictured with Sandy McGuire (Company Secretary) and Mandy Cooke (Scenic Ar�st).

A huge 'THANK YOU' to all volunteers who turned out to assist with the mail out of the new brochure. 

This is a mammoth task organized by Theatre Manager, Neville Roby, the Box Office Staff and 

Maintenance Manager, Bryn Thomas. 

The brochure is a vital marke�ng tool and is always eagerly an�cipated by members every year. If you 

are new to the theatre and have not yet seen the brochure, simply go to the Altrincham Garrick 

website and click on the digital brochure.

Many wondrous things are in there to tempt you, so do have a look.



GOOSE GREEN FESTIVAL

TRAVEL PARTNERSHIP

The organisers of this year's Goose Green Fes�val invited a representa�ve of the theatre to be 

interviewed on stage to promote the Garrick. 

Bill Pla� kindly volunteered his services and Stuart Slade went along to take some photos. It was a 

glorious a�ernoon and very well a�ended.  Bill was given a 5 minute slot and skillfully answered all 

the ques�ons befi�ng a consummate actor and star of the quiz show 'Impossible'.  

Not only did he talk about the Garrick season but he also told people about the ways in which they 

could volunteer to help with the running of the theatre. Bill was a li�le concerned beforehand that 

people would not listen, but in the event they hung on his every word. 

No�ce the brochure in Bill's hand- he never misses a trick!

Travel Partnership with Cresta World Travel 

Leading independent travel company Cresta World Travel are forming a new travel partnership with 

the Garrick as a result of them sponsoring 6 shows over the past 3 years- this season, appropriately, 

''Around the World in 80 Days' and later, Andrew Lloyd Webber's acclaimed musical 'Cats'. 

Jac Murray, Marke�ng Manager at Cresta World Travel commented, ''We are proud to have been part 

of the Altrincham Community for the last 50 years and have been sponsoring shows at the theatre for 

the last 3 years so we are delighted to extend our support with this new partnership to one of the 

country's leading local theatre socie�es''. 

Apart from sponsoring shows, they are going to help us promote the Garrick to companies and the 

wider community and hope to create a Travel Club. This might mean that we could have Garrrick 

theatre themed trips, for members and guests, to such places as Stra�ord upon Avon, London, 

Edinburgh and further afield, even New York, all at special rates. Please have a word with any 

commi�ee member if you have somewhere else exci�ng in mind and we might be able to organize a 

trip if there is sufficient interest. As Cresta says 'the World is our Oyster”. 

Goose Green Fes�val August 2018



HELP NEEDED

Could you become part of the 'Garrick Poster Brigade'?

We are s�ll looking for volunteers to distribute posters or fliers on a regular basis to shops, offices, 

den�sts, hairdressers, local takeaways, post offices and anywhere else you can think of. 

This does not need to be �me consuming or difficult - simply ask your local daily contacts if they can 

display a poster to help us publicise our shows. You would be surprised how much a single poster in a 

local newsagent or shop can be of help to us in adver�sing what is coming up.

Simply collect a poster or flier from the bar or foyer and let the box office staff know your name so we 

can build up a list of supporters that we can keep in touch with. 

This would be really appreciated and help raise the awareness of our events in YOUR  local theatre. 



DIARY DATES
The Garrick Members

Christmas Party
Saturday December 22nd

(8pm a�er the pantomime).  

Organized by the same team who provided us 

with such a lovely evening  last year. 

Carols, Christmas songs, Raffle, Quiz, Mince pies 

and more. 

What's not to like?  

If you can donate a raffle prize please let Anne 

Moore know. 

All contribu�ons gratefully received.

Garrick New Year's Eve Party - this year, the Garrick has two performances of our 

pantomime, Cinderella, on New Year's Eve, so it seemed appropriate to keep the fun going with a 

party star�ng a�er the theatre has been cleared, following the show, about 8pm. 

Dave Jones has kindly offered to help run the bar so if you are looking for somewhere special to go to 

on Hogmanay, that is not going to cost the earth, then the Garrick is the place to be. 

Please let Elaine or Dave behind the bar know if you intend to a�end.

Do come along to make this a 'Garrick Special'.

ALSO



Many thanks to everyone who has helped put this Newsle�er together, including

Celia Bonner, Stuart Slade, Geoff Scullard and Stephen Bradshaw.

If you have any comments about this newsle�er, 

or requests or sugges�ons for future edi�ons, please contact Celia or Stuart at

newsle�er@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk

We look forward to hearing from you.
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