
 Altrincham Garrick Playhouse  
GEORGE’S MARVELLOUS MEDICINE - Audition Information



Thank you for expressing your interest in auditioning for “GEORGE’S MARVELLOUS 
MEDICINE” at Altrincham Garrick Playhouse, which is our Easter 2022 Production!  
 
The Audition Date for this production is	 	 	 Tuesday 14th December  
The Rehearsal Start Date for this production is	 	 Sunday 27th February  
The Production Dates for this production are	 	 	 Thursday 7th -  
 Sunday 24th April  
 
Rehearsals 
 
Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm - 10pm, and every 
Sunday from 2pm - 5.30pm.  
 
We do ask that all those auditioning are able to make every rehearsal. We do, of course, 
understand that sometimes you may have other commitments and special occasions 
during the rehearsal process, and we therefore ask that you inform us of any dates you 
are not available in advance (at the audition) and we will try and make this work. If you 
have a date that you’re unable to rehearse within ten days of the opening night (7th April) 
we may have to ask you to withdraw from the production.  
 
You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal 
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being 
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during the 
process.  
 
GEORGE’S MARVELLOUS MEDICINE  
Phizz-whizzing Easter Fun For All The Family! 
 
Thursday 7th - Sunday 24th April 2022

 
Written by Roald Dahl 
Adapted for the Stage by David Wood 
Directed by Sean Duvall


It’s the half term holiday and George Kranky is looking forward to a break from school 
when a letter from Grandma arrives announcing that she is coming to stay – that very day! 
Soon she is making George’s life miserable with spiteful comments and demands for 
doses of medicine! But one day, when his parents leave him alone with the grizzly old 
grunion, George takes his chance and sets about creating a brand new medicine to cure 
her of her cruelty. Little does he know that his perilous potion will be the start of a rather 
marvellous adventure… 

This will be Easter Half Term Mayhem at the Altrincham Garrick Playhouse! This 
imaginative and entertaining stage adaptation of Roald Dahl’s much loved children’s book 
is bursting with growing grannies, feathery farm animals and bags of frothbuggling family 
fun. 

Recommended 5+ 

 
 



 
Performance Schedule 
 
15 Performances: 
 
Thursday 7th April - 	 	 	 7.30pm

Friday 8th April - 	 	 	 	 7.30pm

Saturday 9th April - 		 	 	 1.30pm

Saturday 9th April - 		 	 	 5.30pm 

Sunday 10th April - 		 	 	 1.30pm

Sunday 10th April - 		 	 	 5.30pm 

Wednesday 13th April - 	 	 	 7.30pm

Thursday 14th April - 	 	 	 7.30pm

Wednesday 20th April - 	 	 	 7.30pm

Thursday 21st April - 	 	 	 7.30pm

Friday 22nd April - 	 	 	 	 7.30pm

Saturday 23rd April - 	 	 	 1.30pm

Saturday 23rd April - 	 	 	 5.30pm

Sunday 24th April - 		 	 	 1.30pm

Sunday 24th April - 		 	 	 5.30pm 
 
Characters 
 
Please read below notes from Director, Sean Duvall, about the characters in the play: 
 
George’s Marvelous Medicine has a cast of 4 - George, Mum, Dad and Grandma. 

I would normally assign age ranges to these parts but in this case all I would say is that 
age is not the controlling factor.


George 
This can be played by a male or a female playing a young boy. George needs to be 
played as a young teenager, mischievous but not naughty. I would generally say that the 
ideal age for playing this would be early 20’s to mid 40’s as long as they are energetic 
enough and more importantly, can keep an audience in the palm of their hands. George 
has to win over the audience and keep them involved from the very start otherwise the 
play will falter. It is very likely that some minor ad-libs will be needed to do this, so the 
actor must be comfortable and confident enough for this. This is akin to a Panto comedy 
part, Buttons, Wishee Washee, etc,. This is a very physical part.


Mum 
Playing the teenager's Mum but again age isn’t that important as the clothes and the 
script tell us very clearly who she is. Age range would be early 20’s to 50’s but it isn’t 
strict. There are occasional moments of madness where all hell breaks loose on stage so 
again energy will be important to maintain the speed during these bits. Mum is the 
farmers wife.


Dad 
As above for Mum. Both Mum and Dad are very much support roles for George and 
Grandma but have some fantastic moments of silliness. Dad is the farmer.




Grandma 
First and most importantly, Grandma will be raised off the floor on a chair to a height of 
around 9 foot above the stage. The actor must be comfortable with this. This is likely to 
be on a seesaw type of arrangement but she will be up there for a considerable amount of 
time. As in the other characters the age of the actor can be 20’s and above. Grandma 
isn’t evil, she is just old and stubborn. We don’t want the audience to hate her but when 
she meets her demise, nobody really minds. Grandma is on stage most of the time, but 
occasionally hidden from view for special effects.


Others 
There will also be some puppets operated from the orchestra pit. This is still flexible but I 
am likely to need 2 or 3 puppeteers to operate them. There may be a need for an 
additional cast member to be a large Chicken for a small period, literally a waddle on 
waddle off part. 
 
 
 
The Audition - Tuesday 14th December  
 
We are a diverse theatre and we welcome auditionees from the ages of 18 and above of 
all genders, ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races, to enrich the work of the 
production.  
 
Auditionees will need to sign in and complete a contact sheet in the Theatre Bar at 
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse from 6.30pm on Tuesday 14th December. We will then see 
each auditionee in the Annexe to perform in front of the audition panel. There will be 
Garrick personnel to show you around and help you through the process.  
 
We may decide to see you in small groups on the evening too, so we can see actors 
reacting with other actors.  
 
A note from the Director: 
 
The introduction of each of the 4 characters is arguably a key part of the play and as such 
the auditions will focus on the first 13 pages of script where the characters are introduced 
to the audience. It also introduces their relationships with each other so a familiarisation 
with these pages would be useful but not essential. 

Other parts of the script may be used during the auditions also   
— 
 
Scripts will be available from 6.30pm on Tuesday 14th December, in the Theatre Bar, but 
we have also attached a copy of the first 13 pages of the script in this pack.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 
What Next?  
 
If you’ve read all the information in this pack, and wish to audition, then please email 
casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk stating “GEORGE’S MM AUDITIONS” in the subject 
heading and detailing your name, contact number. By emailing, you will have registered 
for an audition on Tuesday 14th December.  
 
We do ask that all auditionees are up to date with the current government guidelines in 
relation to Covid-19 and measures will be in place at the theatre to ensure your safety.  
 
We’d like to wish you the very best of luck, and we look forward to welcoming you, or 
seeing you again! Thank you for taking the time and interest to prepare for this audition 
and Break-A-Leg! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Joseph Meighan (Artistic Director/ Artistic and Casting Team) 
Carole Carr (Artistic and Casting Team)  
Mike Shaw (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Val Watkinson (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Fiona Primrose (Artistic and Casting Team) 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