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ALTRINCHAM GARRICK PLAYHOUSE - AUDITION INFORMATION: 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Thank you for expressing your interest in auditioning for “CALENDAR GIRLS: THE 
MUSICAL” at Altrincham Garrick Playhouse, which is the final production in our Spring/ 
Summer 2022 Season. 
 
The Audition Date for this production is 	 	 	 Sunday 13th March 2022  
The Rehearsal Start Date for this production is	 	 Sunday 8th May 2022  
The Production Dates for this production are	 	 	 Monday 20th  -  

Saturday 25th June 2022 
 
Rehearsals 
 
Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm - 10pm, and every 
Sunday from 2pm - 5.30pm.  
 
We do ask that all those auditioning are able to make every rehearsal. We do, of course, 
understand that sometimes you may have other commitments and special occasions 
during the rehearsal process, and we therefore ask that you inform us of any dates you 
are not available in advance (at the audition) and we will try and make this work. If you 
have a date that you’re unable to rehearse within ten days of the opening night (20th 
June) we may have to ask you to withdraw from the production.  
 
You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal 
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being 
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during the 
process.  
 
CALENDAR GIRLS: THE MUSICAL 
 
Monday 20th - Saturday 25th June 2022 
7.30pm each evening 

 
A New Musical by Gary Barlow and Tim Firth 
Directed by Joseph Meighan 
Musical Direction by Mark Goggins 
 
“To unexplored horizons in the mind and new coastlines in the heart…” 

The death of a much loved husband prompts a group of ordinary women in a small 
Yorkshire Women’s Institute to do an extraordinary thing. Blasting away all 
preconceptions of what it is to be in a women’s institute, they decide to do an artistic 
nude calendar to raise money for charity. Upturning preconceptions is a dangerous 
business and none of them expect the emotional and personal ramifications, but 
gradually the making of the fabulous and funny calendar brings each woman 
unexpectedly into flower.

 

The true story of the Calendar Girls launched a global phenomenon, a million copycat 
calendars, a record breaking movie, stage play and now a musical written by Tim Firth 
and Gary Barlow which coined the term “craughing”  – the act of crying and laughing at 
the same time. With unforgettable songs, every performance continues to add to the 
millions already raised for charity and also prove that there is no such thing as an ordinary 
woman. 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Characters 

Chris, 50s 

You want Chris at your party. She will talk to people she doesn’t know, find things to say 
to fill silences and generate laughter. Part of this is because Chris is at home in crowds, 
holding court, being the centre of attention. Chris and Annie together are like naughty 
schoolgirls.

 
Range:  F3 - E5flat 

Annie, 50s 

Annie will join in mischief but is at heart more conformist and less confrontational than 
Chris. After Chris has put a waiter’s back up in the restaurant, Annie will go in and pour 
calm. She has enough edge to be interesting and enough salt not to be too sweet.

 
Range:  G3 - E5 

Cora, late 30s, early 40s 

Cora went to college and soon came back pregnant. She has too much native resilience 
to be downtrodden. The joker in the pack, she never plays the fool. Her wit is deadpan. It 
raises laughter in others but rarely in herself. Her relationship with her son is more akin to 
that between Chris and Annie.

 
Range:  F3 - D5 

Jessie, 70s-80s 

Get on the right side of Jessie as a teacher and she’ll be the teacher you remember for 
life. Get on the wrong side and you will regret every waking hour. A lover of life, Jessie 
doesn’t bother with cosmetics – her elixir of life is bravery. Her husband has been with her 
a long time and is rarely surprised by her actions. 
 
Range:  E3Flat - B4Flat 

Celia, 50s 
 
The fact that Celia is in the WI is the greatest justification of its existence. She always 
feels like she has drifted in from another world. Which she has. Ex air hostess and life 
liver, there is a rebelliousness in Celia which sets her apart from the vapid materialism of 
her husband’s golfing peer group and made her defect.

 
Range:  E3 - D6


Ruth, 40s-50s 
 
Ruth’s journey is from the false self-confidence of the emotionally abused to the genuine 
self-confidence of the woman happy in her own skin. Ruth is eager to please but not a 



Page  of 4 6
rag doll and despite being Marie’s right-hand woman she is desperate to be the cartilage 
in the spine of the WI and keep everyone happy. She has spine herself. 
 
Range:  G3 - D5 
  
Marie, late 40s, early 50s 

Marie has gradually built the current ‘Marie’ around herself over the years as a defence 
mechanism. She went to her Oz (Cheshire) – and found ‘Oz’ didn’t want her. She came 
back scorched. The WI is a trophy to her, which justifies her entire existence. 

John, 50s 
 
John is a human sunflower. Not a saint. Not a hero. Just the kind of man you want in your 
car when crossing America. When he dies it feels like someone somewhere turned a light 
off. 
 
Range:  A2 - F4 

Rod, 50s 
 
You have to be a certain kind of guy to stick with Chris. He gives back what he gets and 
has a deadpan humour which has always made Chris laugh. He drinks a lot but never so 
much as to have a problem. He would work every hour to make his shop a success. And 
John was his mate. 
 
Range:  B2 - C4 

Lawrence, late 20s, early 30s 

Hesitant without being nerdy, Lawrence is a shy young man with enough wit to make a 
joke and enough spirit to turn up at the WI hall in the first place. When he arranges the 
shots, he sees only the photo. 

Colin, 70s-80s 

Jessie’s husband and as rebellious and compliant as that would suggest.                            
             
Range:  F2Sharp - D4 

Denis, 50s 

Celia’s husband. Working class lad done well and now captain of the golf club. Met her on 
a flight. 

Range:  B2Flat - D4 
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Danny, 16 
 
Chris and Rod’s son, the conscientious head boy.  
 
Range:  C3 - F4  
 
Jenny, 16 
 
Who we find out is Marie’s daughter and who has rebelled against her mother for years.  
 
Range:  A3 - C5 

Tommo, 16 
 
Cora’s son, Danny’s best mate who is also his mum’s best mate.  
 
Range:  B2Flat - F4  

Miss Wilson (TEA) and Miss Wilson (COFFEE) – Any age 

Two sisters who are part of the fabric of the village and the manual labour backbone of 
the WI but say nothing except their drink offering...until the end. 

Brenda Hulse – 60’s 

Speaker at WI.


Lady Cravenshire– 60’s 

The local dignitary who gives the award at the local fete. 

Ensemble (Between 5 - 10 Actors) – Any age 
 
Audition Pieces: 
 
At the audition, we will need to hear everyone sing. Mark Goggins (Musical Director) has 
asked that auditionees prepare a song from a post-1970 British Musical that is character 
and age appropriate to you. Songs should be performed in your own voice/ accent. We 
want to see you being showcased in the song, and ideally, we’d like you to pick a song 
that shows a character journey/tells a story. Please bring sheet music. We also want to 
see you acting through song. So much of this production’s story is told through the music 
so please treat your song like an acting piece as well as a musical piece.  
 
In addition to this, we will also want to see you acting with the Calendar Girls script. 
Audition pieces, taken from the script, will be available from 1.30pm on the audition day 
and you will have time to look over the script before being seen by the panel. 
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The Audition Evening 
 
Auditionees will need to sign in and complete a contact sheet in the Theatre Bar at 
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse from 1.30pm on Sunday 13th March 2022. We will then see 
each auditionee, one by one, in the Annexe in front of the audition panel from about 2pm. 
There will be Garrick personnel to show you around and help you through the process. 
Please be aware that these audition days often include quite a bit of waiting around and 
can be long, but we will try to move as quickly as we can.  
 
The audition panel will consist of the Director, Musical Director and members of the 
Altrincham Garrick’s Artistic and Casting Team (ACT). 
 
We are a diverse theatre and we welcome auditionees of all ages, all genders, ethnicities, 
sexualities, disabilities and races, to enrich the work of the production. 
 
Scripts for the audition scenes will be available on the day, but you are asked to prepare 
your song in advance and bring sheet music.  
 
What Next?  
 
If you’ve read all the information in this pack, and wish to audition, then please email 
casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk stating “CALENDAR GIRLS” in the subject heading and 
detailing your name and contact number. By emailing, you will have registered for an 
audition on Sunday 13th March.  
 
We do ask that all auditionees are up to date with the current government guidelines in 
relation to Covid-19. 
 
We’d like to wish you the very best of luck, and we look forward to welcoming you, or 
seeing you again! Thank you for taking the time and interest to prepare for this audition 
and Break-A-Leg! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Joseph Meighan (Artistic Director/ Artistic and Casting Team) 
Carole Carr (Artistic and Casting Team)  
Mike Shaw (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Val Watkinson (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Fiona Primrose (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Gemma Sales (Artistic and Casting Team)  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