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ALTRINCHAM GARRICK PLAYHOUSE - AUDITION INFORMATION:
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Thank you for expressing your interest in auditioning for “QUEERS” at Altrincham Garrick
Playhouse, which is part of our Lauriston Studio Season - A Series of LGBTQ+ Stories.
The Audition Date for this production is
The Rehearsal Start Date for this production is
The Production Dates for this production are

Monday 15th August
Sunday 2nd October
Tuesday 8th - Sunday 13th
November

Rehearsals
Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm - 10pm, and every
Sunday from 2pm - 5.30pm.
We do ask that all those auditioning are able to make every rehearsal. We do, of course,
understand that sometimes you may have other commitments and special occasions
during the rehearsal process, and we therefore ask that you inform us of any dates you
are not available in advance (at the audition) and we will try and make this work. If you
have a date that you’re unable to rehearse within ten days of the opening night (8th
November) we may have to ask you to withdraw from the production.
You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being
cast in the production remain exible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during the
process.
QUEERS - The Lauriston Studio
Tuesday 8th - Sunday 13th November 2022
Curated by Mark Gatiss
Directed by Phil Edwards
Queers celebrates a century of evolving social attitudes and political milestones in British
gay history, as seen through the eyes of six very di erent individuals.
A young soldier returning from the trenches of the First World War recollects a love that
dare not speak its name. Almost one hundred years later, a groom-to-be prepares for his
gay wedding.
Poignant and funny, tragic and riotous, these monologues cover major events in 20th
century gay life – From the danger of imprisonment to the Wolfenden Report of 1957. The
HIV/AIDS crisis in the 1980’s, and the debate over the age of consent and nally the
advent of same sex marriages all told through deeply a ecting but uplifting personal ritesof-passage stories.
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The Man on the Platform by Mark Gatiss
Missing Alice by Jon Brad eld
I Miss the War by Matthew Baldwin
More Anger by Brian Fillis
A Grand Day Out by Michael Dennis
Something Borrowed by Gareth McLean
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Casting
Queers celebrates a century of evolving social attitudes and political milestones in British
gay history, as seen through the eyes of six individuals.
Curated by Mark Gatiss, the monologues were commissioned to mark the anniversary of
the 1967 Sexual O ences Act, which decriminalised homosexual acts in private between
two men over the age of twenty-one. They were broadcast on BBC Four in 2017, directed
and produced by Gatiss, and starring Alan Cumming, Rebecca Front, Ian Gelder, Kadi
Kirwan, Russell Tovey, Gemma Whelan, Ben Whishaw and Fionn Whitehead. They were
also staged at The Old Vic in London.
We are looking for six actors who will each take on one monologue each. Details about
the monologues and characters can be found below:
The Man on the Platform by Mark Gatiss:
Perce - Early 30s - Male
There’s a sadness in his eye.
Set in 1917, a young soldier returning from the trenches of the First World War recollects
a love that dare not speak its name. He recounts an idyllic afternoon shared with a man
with golden hair and memories from childhood in this emotional and heartfelt piece.
Missing Alice by Jon Brad eld:
Alice - 47 (40s) - Female
Alice used to be working class, but is now more middle class. She’s good-humoured with
a slightly non-conformist edge.
In 1957, Alice tells the history of her relationship with her husband. Over the course of
their marriage he discovers that he is gay and prefers men, however they have a child
together, in this piece she explores her acceptance of his sexuality.
I Miss the War by Matthew Baldwin:
Jack - 60s - Male
Dresses smart. Drinks dry sherry. Sometimes he plays to the gallery, sometimes not. His
camp is for e ect.
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Set in the late 1960s, Jack discusses his sex life as it now becomes legal. He recalls
memories of being a rent boy to the clergy, a night with an American soldier and how age
has a ected his sexuality and how society views homosexuals.
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More Anger by Brian Fillis:
Phil - 29 (Late 20s/ early 30s) - Male
Wears a white t-shirt, 501 jeans rolled up at the ankles. Doc Martens. Beanie hat with tuft
of hair poking out at the front. An eighties gay. Phil isn’t camp, but he isn’t “laddish”
either. He’s witty. Razor-sharp - most of the time. A bit catlike.
Phil is a gay actor living in the 1980s, in the height of the ‘gay plague’ (AIDS) epidemic. In
this piece he is exploring his anger and frustration of the roles he is being cast in –
predominantly characters who die of AIDS.
A Grand Day Out by Michael Dennis:
Andrew - 17 (18 - 21) - Male
Andrew hasn’t quite found his look yet. He drinks Coca Cola.
In 1994, 17 year old Andrew travels to London to experience the historic moment when
the government were voting to reduce the age of gay consent from 21. He gets swept up
in the excitement of the evening, which sees him making some big decisions and having
some surprising new experiences.
Something Borrowed by Gareth McLean:
Steve - 30s (30s/ Early 40s) - Male
Set in 2016, we see Steve nervously preparing his speech for his wedding to his American
boyfriend. We see his bitterness towards the past discrimination that he has su ered due
to his sexuality. He explores how attitudes and laws have changed to allow equal
marriage laws for gay people, and although cynical about the institution of marriage we
see him looking forward to his future.
The Audition Evening
Auditionees will need to sign in and complete a contact sheet in the Theatre Bar at
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse from 6.30pm on Monday 15th August. We will then see
each auditionee in the Annexe in front of the audition panel from around 7pm. There will
be Garrick personnel to show you around and help you through the process. Please be
aware that these audition evenings often include a bit of waiting around and can be long,
but we will try to move as quickly as we can.
The audition panel will consist of the Director and members of the Altrincham Garrick’s
Artistic and Casting Team (ACT).
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We are a diverse theatre and we welcome auditionees from the ages of 18 and above of
all genders, ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races, to enrich the work of the
production.
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What to Prepare
Pieces will be available to read from 6.30pm on the audition evening, but you will nd the
page numbers we will be looking at below.
The Man on the Platform
Perce
Page 3 - From - “Douglas Fairbanks there thinks he’s in with a chance……”
To - “…Douglas Fairbanks over there will give me a wink in a minute. There you go”
Missing Alice – Jon Brad eld
Alice
Page 35 - From - “Michael got this young handyman he’s met in a pub….”
To Page 36 - “…I’d miss you Alice, I’d miss you”
Page 37 - From - “I walk home, hour and a half even though the wind’s up….”
To Page 38 - “….I’m pregnant”
I Miss The War
Jack
Page 44 - From - “There’s a cackle in the air…..”
To Page 47 - “…but not me, I was I the presence of my god”
More Anger
Phil
Page 51 - From the start.
To Page 53 - “Agent promised she’d get me a role that doesn’t involve loosing half a stone
and whiting the face up – so ngers crossed”
Page 57 - From - “I ran into him last week…”
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To Page 58 - “….is that angry enough?”
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A Grand Day Out
Andrew
Page 63 - From - “….So this bloke comes out and says they’ve voted 18”
To Page 66 - “…and it felt great, oh it felt great”
Something Borrowed
Steve
Page 75 - From - “I remember mum having to decide to buy a pint of milk or a loaf of
bread because we couldn’t a ord both”
To Page 78 - “I think it’s better just o the cu , from the heart. You can really overthink
these things, can’t you.”
What Next?
If you’ve read all the information in this pack, and wish to audition, then please email
casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk stating “QUEERS” in the subject heading and detailing
your name and contact number. By emailing, you will have registered for an audition on
Monday 15th August.
We’d like to wish you the very best of luck, and we look forward to welcoming you, or
seeing you again! Thank you for taking the time and interest to prepare for this audition
and Break-A-Leg!
Best wishes,
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Joseph Meighan (Artistic Director/ Artistic and Casting Team)
Carole Carr (Artistic and Casting Team)
Mike Shaw (Artistic and Casting Team)
Val Watkinson (Artistic and Casting Team)
Fiona Primrose (Artistic and Casting Team)
Gemma Sales (Artistic and Casting Team)

